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E C C E

ear Family and Friends of S. John’s,

In the traditional Church kalendar, each month is dedicated to a mystery of our faith.

June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, as that feast falls on the Friday after the octave

of Corpus Christi, usually occurring in the month of June. 

When we think of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, too often the image that comes to mind is

that of a saccharine, romanticized statue in a circa 1950’s setting.  This is unfortunate in that

we then fail to comprehend the significance of a devotion that has enabled many of the great

Saints to grow in holiness.

The basis for this devotion is found in S. John’s account of Good Friday, when Our Lord

after freely giving up His life, had His heart pierced with a lance, “and forthwith came there out

blood and water.” Our Lord’s heart transfixed by the soldier’s lance reveals a heart of love,

ripped opened by a violent act but manifesting nonetheless God’s love towards man, specifially

in the outpouring of the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Eucharist.  This act gave rise to

nothing less than the birth of the Church!

This image should be the model for our treatment one for another.  No matter the violence

we may endure, the infringement upon our rights, the ill-treatment we may suffer, our re-

sponse should mimic that of Our Lord, always revealing the love of God.  This may be a tall

order indeed, but it is something to which to aspire and can be achieved as we become more

and more animated by God’s Spirit.  During the season of Pentecost, and leading up to it, we

pray for a special outpouring of the Holy Ghost, to enlighten us and to strengthen us for

God’s service.  As that prayer becomes more deeply instilled within our being, we too will

experience our hearts being transformed into one of love to be shared with others.

June is also the month in which we celebrate the Nativity of S. John Baptist, our Patron

Saint.  Bishop Paul Hewett will be with us to celebrate this great feast day on 24 June.  I do

hope that everyone will make a concerted effort to be with us on that Sunday.  As he is plan-

ning on arriving in the area a few days before, we will host a drinks reception at the Rectory

(3299 Rectortown Road) from 6pm - 8pm on the Saturday evening (23 June) and invite all of

our friends and parish family members to join us.  Earlier that same Saturday, Bishop Hewett

will lead the Vestry in a retreat, speaking to the things that concern us both as a parish and

as Christians seeking to be more faithful in our duties to God and to our neighbor.  Please

keep this weekend in your prayers and set this time aside to spend time with your Bishop.

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,

D
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On Eucharistic adOratiOn

God With Us:

The Meaning of the 

Tabernacle

by Frank Weston, D.D.

Bishop of Zanzibar

CHAPTER III

GLORIOUS PRESENCE

WHERE, then, must we look for Christ as He is Man?

Clearly, in heaven. Christ's manhood, as manhood, is in God's highest

glory; as we men put it, at God's right hand.

This glorious presence of our Lord cannot be left out of account.

For where shall they seek Him who are not yet members of the

Church unless He be found external to His members? His indwelling

presence is for the Church alone; the world has no part or lot therein.

He Himself is our witness. Yet He is still the Eternal Word who gives

light to all, and in whom is all life—that is to say. His manhood is the

instrument of His own manifold activity, apart from the one highest

work of perfecting the Church. We do not direct Moslems and hea-

thens to Christ dwelling in His members through the Spirit. We point

them to Christ in His glory.

Again, in teaching our Christian people we do not allow them to

concentrate all their thoughts upon the indwelling presence of the

Spirit, through and with whom Christ's manhood is their life and power

and charity. We insist on their taking a wider view, less dependent on

themselves. We show them the same indwelling presence in their

brethren. And also we point them to the glorious Christ outside them-

selves, the one Head of the body of which they are members, the

Priest who is external to them as well as within them, the Victim of

their corporate sacrifice, the Fount of their corporate life, and the Judge

of the brotherhood's corporate attainment.

The Church cannot, in fact, fulfil its true vocation unless it acknowl-

edges a Head whose instrument of ministry it is. Nor can it be pre-

pared as a bride for her husband unless it have learned to love the

Bridegroom outside itself. The Head is in the Church, yet external to

His members. The Bridegroom and the bride are the Church, yet is

He external to the bride.

Without doubt, then, this external presence Is permanently vouch-

safed to us on earth. The Guardian has denied it. The Bishop of Oxford

has, in this connection, omitted to mention it, although he will not ques-

tion it; but its recognition is vital to any discussion of the point at issue.

We must, then, devote a little time to recalling what revelation and

experience have to tell us on this point.

The Gospels prepare us for an external presence by the story of

the Resurrection appearances. It is true that they are not normal. Con-

fined to the forty days before His ascension, they may no longer be

expected. But they once happened. The Christ whose manhood was

one with theirs through the first communion, in the Spirit, was seen by

His disciples externally, an objective vision. Pentecost was not yet, and

the Spirit had not been given in full measure ; nor had Christ yet as-

cended to His Father. But, in a real sense) the disciples were both in-

dwelt by the risen Lord and able to behold Him in external presence.

At Pentecost the Christ, external to them, sent the Spirit to them, in

whom He Himself already was. After Pentecost the evidence is clear,

positive, and beyond doubt. S. Stephen, here on earth, saw Christ in

His glory. Saul of Tarsus, here on earth, saw Christ's glory, heard His

voice, and held speech with Him: S. Paul the Apostle saw Him, spake

with Him, and received mission, revelation, and guidance from Him. S.

John the Divine devoted a long book to the one purpose of portraying

the activity of the glorious Christ, external to Christians, ruling both

the Church and the world. And the authority of the book he bases

upon his own real vision of the glorious Christ.

Outside the New Testament, but in the same period, we meet the

story of Christ's appearance to S. Peter on his way into Rome to die

in His Apostle's stead. The story may or may not find acceptance; it is

none the less most valuable evidence to the primitive view of Christ's

external presence vouchsafed to men on earth. Again, it is impossible

to explain S. Paul's doctrine of Baptism and Communion unless we

assume an external presence of Christ vouchsafed here on earth. The

candidate for Baptism meets Christ first. By Baptism he passes into

the Spirit's sphere of influence because of his new union with Christ's

manhood. And the communicant approaches Christ external to Him-

self. For, according to his faith and penitence, he receives the sacrament

either to his health or to his loss, spiritual and bodily.

So revelation speaks.  And experience joins its voice with that of

revelation.

According to our Lord's own promise, He is continually vouchsafing

an external presence to those who gather together in His Name. It is

our own fault that we generally ascribe to the Holy Spirit the sense of

divine presence that our Lord Jesus conveys in His coming to us. We

all know this presence of the Master. It sanctifies many a dangerous

interview, straightens out a difficult dispute, gives life to what otherwise
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Kudos

To Cathy Hagan who went door-to-door on Main Street in Marshall to ad-

vertise our Spring Lawn Sale.

To everyone who worked so very hard to make the Spring Lawn Sale a suc-

cess, particularly Anita Kamphuis and Jan McGee.

were a dead conference, breathes heavenly fire into the cold atmosphere of a religious meeting,

and is the permanent consecration of many a Christian home.

We recognize Him too in our time of prayer. In no empty sense we hold His feet, we feel

His touch, we hear His voice. He makes us penitent and moves with us to where, with His

priest, he waits to absolve us. We know He is with us confessing as with the priest absolving.

In temptation we have met Him. Victorious, we have come from the battlefield conscious

of His presence without whom we must have fallen. Conquered, we awake sadly to our refusal

to hold His powerful hand. Sick and suffering, sad and lonely, we have felt His presence. He

never fails us. If He cannot lighten the burden. He carries it with us. Nor are those lacking

whose sense of His presence includes actual vision. This war, as others before it, will give its

tale of evidence. For the Master is still the soldier's Comforter. The eyes of those who share

Christ's agony sometimes see the Christ Himself.

Once more, that Christ still vouchsafes His external presence on earth is proved every day

in our missionary work. Take the case of new adherents, whose instruction in the Faith is still

in its early stages. They have no interior union, or connection, with Christ's manhood. Yet Christ

becomes to some of them a very reality. He makes Himself real to them externally, if not

visibly. And for His sake they will surrender much in their heathen life that is dear to them. So

real is He that they see Him in dreams that sometimes change their lives. The Christ promised

to draw all men to Him: those who come He passes into the mystical body that, in the Spirit,

in and through His manhood, they may be made one with God and all mankind. But the pre-

liminary drawing is His own proper work. It is His as external to the convert, external to all

Christians. It is His work as King and Priest at God's right hand. His task it is to draw men

from the world, so that once within the Church the Spirit may fill them.

Again, we must take account of their experience who detect in the Blessed Sacrament an

external presence of Christ Himself.

This is a very delicate and difficult point on which to write. For those who know most of the

Lord Jesus are most reluctant to unveil to us their secrets. But we all of us know holy people

to whom the external presence of our Lord Jesus in the sacrament, as they approach to receive

Him, is as real as anything on earth. And we are also aware that those who have gone farthest

in the knowledge of God within them are the most ready to perceive the Lord Jesus as He

comes. One such saint, who died not many years ago, was so alive to Christ's presence, in the

sacramental mode, that he was able to detect the absence of the sacrament from a tabernacle

fully veiled, with its lamp burning. He knew Christ's presence was not there vouchsafed exter-

nally. His companion argued, from the veil and the burning lamp, that certainly the Host was

present. Inquiry was made. The saint was right. The sacrament had been removed. He knew;

he did not require outward signs.

Parallel with this is the evidence of very many well-qualified witnesses that churches in

which the Blessed Sacrament is reserved have an atmosphere entirely different from other

churches. In fact, this is a commonplace. But it depends, for its truth, upon an external presence

of Christ vouchsafed to us here on earth.

On Eucharistic adOratiOn - cOnt’d Upcoming Events

Corpus Christi:  Thursday, 7 June, 6.30pm

On the Thursday after Trinity Sunday, the

Church gives thanks for the gift of the Sacra-

ment of Our Lord’s Body and Blood. Whilst

commemorated on Maundy Thursday, Holy

Week does not lend itself to a proper cele-

bration of this great Sacrament.  As one of the

Holy Days of Obligation, the Mass will be cel-

ebrated at 6.30pm allowing those who com-

mute from work to attend.  Please make every

effort to celebrate this feast day with us.

Sacred Heart of Jesus: 15 June, 6.30pm

Following the Octave of Corpus Christi, the

Feast of the Most Sacred Heart is celebrated

on the Friday next.  Here the Church gives

thanks for the love of God revealed in the

piercing of Our Lord’s side whilst hanging on

the cross.  Again, Mass will be celebrated at

6.30pm.

S. Barnabas, Apostle: 16 June, 10am

Again, S. Barnabas suffers from translation; that

is, his feast day - assigned for 11 June - gets

moved until after the Octave of Corpus

Christi.  We will celebrate S. Barnabas with

Low Mass.

Wednesday Night Movies:  20 June 7pm

While we have been meeting for the past sev-

eral years on Thursday evenings, this month we

will again return to the third Wednesday of the

month as our normal slot for watching films.

This month we resume our more serious film-

watching with a Japanese film, Dare mo shiranai,

or Nobody Knows. Here follows the Wikipedia

summary: Nobody Knows tells the story of four chil-

dren: Akira, Kyoko, Shigeru and Yuki, who are aged

between five and twelve years old. They are half-sib-

lings, with each of them having different father. The

children cannot go outside, do not attend school, and

cannot be spotted by outsiders. Their mother ran

away and got married, thereby abandoning them,

and they were forced to survive on their own. Over

time, they can only rely on each other to face the

multiple challenges in front of them.

Ss Peter & Paul:   29 June, 6.30pm 

The Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter & Paul

rounds out our very busy month of June.  Mass

will be held after Evensong and we will have a

treat of champagne and strawberries after-

wards to celebrate of all the feast days we have

commemorated this month.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

June 2012

S. PHILIP S. JAMES S. JAMES S. JAMES S. JAMES

Ember Friday in

Whitsun Week

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Ember Saturday

in Whitsun

Week

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

E.P.        5.30pm

TRINITy

SUNDAy

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am

Mass   10.30am

Queenship of

the Blessed 

Virgin Mary

(S. Francis 

Caracciolo)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Boniface, BM

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Norbert, BC

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

CORPUS CHRISTI

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Mass      6.30pm

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

(S. Columba, Ab)

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

E.P.        5.30pm

SUNDAy AFTER

CORPUS CHRISTI

(Of the Octave)

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9am

SCF   9.30am

Mass   10.30am

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm 

Of the Octave

(S. John of 

Facundus, C S.

Basilides & Comp.,

MM)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm 

Of the Octave

(S. Anthony of

Padua)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Octave Day of

Corpus Christi

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

MOST SACRED

HEART OF JESUS

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Mass      6.30pm

S. BARNABAS, AP

(Transferred; Of

the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

Mass 10am

E.P.        5.30pm

SUNDAy AFTER

SACRED HEART

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9.00am

SCF   9.30am  
Mass  10.30am

S. Ephraem

Syrus, CD

(Of the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Juliana of 

Falconieri, V

(Of the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

(S. Silvesterius, PM)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

S. Aloysius

Gonzaga, C

(Of the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

TNM 7 pm

Octave Day of

the Sacred

Heart

(S.  Alban, M)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Vigil of 

S. John Baptist

M.P.    9.30am

Rosary 9:45

Retreat 10.30am 

E.P.        5.30pm

NATIVITy OF S.

JOHN BAPTIST

L.M.           8am

M.P.    9.00am

SCF   9.30am

Mass  10.30am

S. William, Ab

(Of the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Ss John & Paul,

MM

(Of the Octave)

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Of the Octave

M.P.    9.30am

Mass   10am

Bible Study 10:30
E.P.        5.30pm

S. Irenaeus, BM

(Of the Octave,

Vigil of Ss Peter &

Paul)

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

SS PETER &

PAUL, APP, MM

M.P.    9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Mass      6.30pm

Commemora-

tion of 

S. Paul, Ap

(Of the Octave)

M.P.       9.30am

E.P.        5.30pm

Ab=Abbot; Ap=Apostle; B=Bishop; C=Confessor; Dn=Deacon; D=Doctor; E=Emperor; Ev=Evangelist; K=King; M=Martyr; P=Pope; Pr=Priest; Q=Queen; 

V=Virgin; W=Widow;  SCF = School of Christian Formation; TNM = Thursday Night at the Movies; SOC = Stations of the Cross
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